
 
 

 
 

New Perspectives (2013):  

Religious Life in Medieval Lincolnshire  
 

Call for Papers 

Following on from the successful conference held at the University of Lincoln in September 2011, the 

forthcoming ‘New Perspectives’ symposium, to be held at the Lincoln Cathedral Centre on 12-13 April 

2013, will focus upon religious life in medieval Lincolnshire. The aim of the conference is to explore not 

only vernacular cultures and identities through religion and religious life but how these differed or 

reflected more generally the wider medieval experience. Possible topics might include, but are no 

means limited to: 

 

 Lay founded institutions (for example, guilds and chantries): what was their impact on local 
society? How and why did they develop when they did? 

 The cathedral: how far did it influence locals and pilgrims and how did those living within its 
shadow conduct their lives? 

 Monasteries: did monastic life in Lincolnshire strictly adhere to rules and regulations and what 
was their relationship with local communities? 

 Individuals: from the poor (anchorites, hermits) to the rich (bishop, dean of Christianity), how 
did these individuals understand their role in society? 

 Orthodoxy/heterodoxy: to what extent did heresy affect the religious ideas and experience of 
ordinary individuals? 

 Texts/orality: how was religious life transmitted through the written word and through 
popular forms of preaching? 

 Crusade/wars: how were extraneous events understood and contextualised within the 
religious paradigm?  

 

Organised on behalf of Lincoln Record Society, the symposium precedes the Society’s forthcoming 

Kathleen Major series, dedicated to the publication of medieval texts relating to the county and diocese 

of Lincoln. There is a registration fee of £10. 

 

The symposium welcomes contributions on any aspect of Lincolnshire between 1066 and 1540 from 

established scholars and postgraduate students. Papers are restricted to twenty minutes. Please email 

an abstract of 300 words or less to Alan Kissane at ahxak3@nottingham.ac.uk, deadline 30 Jan 2013.  
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